IG 


Cii      D.  Claude,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Maryland,  in  account  wifh 
Berij,  I.  Cohen  <|'  Son,  BaUitnore. 


1844. 
Dec.  1 


By  balance,  -         -         -         - 
'Sale  of  Certificates  of  1842,  viz : 
j     $?1.2T6  00  at  70 
!  2.5  00  at  Tl 

43  00  at  72 


L344  50 
665  33  on  hand, 


2,009  83 


iSales  of  Certificates  of  1S44, 


877  00  at  78 

- 

60  06 

190  50  at  77 

- 

146  69 

737  47  at  76 

. 

560  48 

4.933  15  at  75 

3.699  86 

441   50  at  74;. 

328  91 

6.379  62 

1,000  00  del'd.  to  Johnston  & 

Lee. 

7.540  36  at  Loan  ofiice 

4,687  34  on  hand, 

!     19.607  32 

;1S44. 

iBal'e.  on  hand  1  Dec.  .ij;1.106  00 
iRec'd.  fm.  B'kof  Bah.  2,475  2] 
Order  on  Coin.  Loans,  16,026  11 


.s  19.607  321 


1S45. 
Jan.  1. 


By  balance. 


$1,068  73 


942  2< 


4,796  00 
6,807  00 


3,144  14 


E.  6i  C  Fa.  BaUimorc,  Janvanj  I,  1845. 

BE.\J.  I.  COHEN  «fc  SON. 


f Document  P.] 


Read  and  ordered  to  be  printeci. 


BY  THE   HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 
February  7,  184.1. 


R  E  P  0  R  T 


eF  riiK 


COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION, 


KELATIVt:    TO    THE 


Expediency  of  appropriating  the  Free  iScliools'  Fund 


TO    TJli: 


INCREASE  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND,  &c. 


In  obedience  to  orders  of  the  House  of  Delesrates. 


H  K   P  O   R  T  . 


Tile  committee  on  Ectucalion  (o  whom  was  lefenred  tlie  orders 
of  tile  House:  1st,  to  enquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  appropilntiug 
the  fund  now  devoted  to  free  :-c1ioo1j,  to  the  increase  of  the  linking 
fund,  or  (o  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  pubhc  debt, — and 
2nd  to  repr>rt  all  sums  of  money  annually  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  coliejres,  academies  and  free  s(  houls,  disting-uishing  each 
particular  fund,  and  the  several  instituiions  which  thare  therein, 
and  the  several  acts  of  assembly  authorising  such  appropriations  ; 
and  also  to  report  their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  appropria- 
ting for  a  limited  time  all  such  funds  or  a  part  thereof  to  tlie  in- 
crease of  the  sinking  fund,  or  to  l!ie  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt ;  having  carefully  considered  the  sjbjects  embraced 
by  these  orders  respectfully  report  to  (he  House:  That  in  the 
opinion  of  the  comn:ittee  it  v/ould  be  inexpedient  and  unjust  lo 
divert  the  fund  or  any  part  of  it,  which  is  now  devo;ed  to  the  sup- 
port or  aid  of  Iree  schools,  even  if  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  leg- 
islature, which  question  tlie  co'inniitee  think  it  is  not  now  neces- 
sary to  consider  or  discuss.  The  fund  appropriated  to  free  sftioois, 
which  is  now  tiie  sul)jectof  inquiry  under  the  order  of  the  House, 
arises  from  the  bonus  or  tax  on  bank  slocks,  and  is  secured  to  the 
counties  by  t'le  same  tenure  by  which  the  banks  hold  tlieir  char- 
ters; and  also  from  34.0G9jYv  dollais,  deducting  tliereform  one 
thousand  dollars  to  the  educalion  of  the  indigent  blind,  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  Washington  and  Bahimoio  Rail  Road,  which  was 
substituted  by  the  act  of  1S39,  chapter  33,  for  so  much  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  surplus  revenue  received  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment which  had  been  pledged  to  the  support  of  free  schools  and 
used  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt. 

Tlie  couunitlee  also  repoit,  the  suuis  annually  pnid  to  colleges 
and  academies,  and  hcrev/iih  submit  a  tabular  statement,  shewing 
the  sums  paid  lo.each  insiiintion  and  die  several  Aois  of  y\ssembly 
authorising  such  appropriations. 

It  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  (he  connniltee,  to  ascertain  what, 
amount  is  paid  to  each  free  school  in  the  Stale,  or  the  Acs  of  As- 
seml)ly  under  v/hich  sucli  appropriations  have  been  ninde,  as  each 
county  has  a  distinct  system,  and  manages  and  applies  lijeir  respec 
live  proportion?; of  the  free  sciiool  fund,  r.ccording  to  the  discretion 
of  their  lornl  and  niJinirijwil  authonue5. 


4 

In  submitting  their  opinion  us  to  the  expediency  of  appropria- 
ting the  fund  now  applied  to  colleges  and  academies,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  or  in  augmentation  of  the  sink 
ingfund,  (he  committee  deem  it  only  necessary  to  say,  rhat  the 
sum  thus  applied  would  be  of  but  little  service  in  paying  the  inter- 
est on  the  pState  debt,  while  the  evil  which  might  result  to  the  State 
by  closing  even  for  a  time  the  doors  of  our  colleges  and  academies 
would  be  incalculable.  The  only  guarantee  which  we  have  for 
the  preservation  of  our  institutions,  and  our  republican  form  of 
government  is  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  our  people.  And  the 
committee  think  it  would  be  unwise  economy,  to  withliold  the 
small  sum  thus  applied — many  of  our  children  are  now  educated 
at  home,  who  without  such  institutions  would  be  compelled  to  seek 
the  means  of  education  abroad. 

And  the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject. 

JOHN  HUGHES,   Chairman. 
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